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Unit Six, Lesson One
Di-liu danyuan, Di-y1 ke
W& xihuan ting yinyue. (I like to listen to music.)

In this lesson, you will learn how to talk about your favorite pastimes and hobbies.
Are you ready?

Zhunbeéi hao le ma?

Then let’s begin!

Na women kaishi ba!
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Word Bank

xihuan; pingchéang; kéyi; ai; aihao
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It’s very easy to say what you like in Chinese. The word for “like™ is xihuan. So you say

W xihuan (1 like... )

followed by the activity or thing that you like. If you don’t like something, you say,
W bu xihuan (1 don’t like... )

followed by the activity or thing that you don’t like.

If there is something or an activity that you enjoy doing on a regular basis, you say
W5 pingchéang xihuan...
meaning, | normally like..., followed by the name of the activity.

Let’s look at the names of some activities.
changgé (to sing)

da dianzi youxi (to play video games)
pashan (to go hiking)

huahua (to draw)

kan dianshi (to watch TV)

kanshi (to read)

shangwang (to surf the Internet)
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tiaow (to dance)
ting yinyué (to listen to music)
zuo yundong (to exercise)
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Exercise One, Lianxi y1
Listen to the dialogues. Notice how both conversations begin. The speakers use this
question, Ni pingchang xihuan zuo shénme? (What do you normally like to do?)
a.
MAN: Lin xiaojié&, ni pingchang xihuan zu6 shénme? (Miss Lin, what do you
normally like to do?)
WOMAN: W pingchang xihuan ting yinyue, ni ne? (I normally like to listen to music,
how about you?)
MAN: W3 bu xihuan ting yinyue, wo xihuan pashan. (I don’t like to listen to
music. | like to go hiking.)

MAN: Chén taitai, ni pingchang xihuan zud shénme? (Mrs. Chen, what do you
normally like to do?)

WOMAN: W0 pingchang xihuan changgg, ni ne? Ni pingchang xihuan zuo shénme?
Ni y¢& xthuan changgé ma? (I normally like to sing, how about you? What
do you normally like to do? Do you also like to sing?)

MAN: W39 bu xihuan changgg, wo xihuan zud yundong. (I don’t like to sing. I like
to exercise.)

WOMAN: Ni changchang zud yundong ma? (Do you exercise often?)

MAN:  Shi a, wo meitian dou zud yundong. (Yes, | exercise every day.)

Did you understand everything? If not, don’t worry. Just listen again.
Page 98

If you want to tell someone what your hobby is, you say
W5 de aihao shi... (My hobby is... or, My hobbies are...)

followed by the name of the activity. To ask a question about someone’s hobby, just say

Ni de aihao shi shénme? (What are your hobbies?)
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Page 98 MAN1: You, wo you yi ge meimei. (Yes, | have a younger sister.)
Exercise Two, Lianxi er MAN:  Qingwen ta ji sui? (May | ask how old she is?)
A marketing trainee is doing a survey. Listen and write down the details of the people MANZ1: Ta ershijiu sui. (She is 29 years old.)
surveyed. (You’ll hear some sentence structures and words from Unit 3.) MAN: Ta de gongzud shi shénme? (What does she do?)
a. MAN1: Ta shi ciwu guwen. (She is financial consultant.)
MAN: Ni hao, gingwén wo keyi fangweén ni ma? (Hello, may | do an interview with MAN: Ta pingchang xihuan zud shénme? (What does she normally like to do?)
you?) MAN1: Ta xihuan huahua. (She likes to draw.)
WOMAN: Haio a, you shénme shi? (OK, about what?) MAN:  Xiéxie ni. (Thank you.)
MAN:  Qingwen nin gui xing? (May | ask what your surname is?)
WOMAN: W xing Chén. (My surname is Chen.) C.
MAN: Chén xiaoji&, gingwen ni ji sui? (Miss Chen, may | ask how old you are?) MAN:  Xioji¢ ni hao, gingwen wo kéyi fangwen ni ma?
WOMAN: W shiba sui. (I am 18 years old.) (Hello Miss, may | do an interview with you?)
MAN: Ni shi xuésheng ma? (Are you student?) WOMAN: Hao a. (Sure.)
WOMAN:  Shi, wo shi xuésheng. (Yes, | am student.) MAN:  Qingwen nin gui xing? (May | ask what your surname is?)
MAN: Ni de aihao shi shénme? (What are your hobbies?) WOMAN: W0 xing LiG. (My surname is Liu.)
WOMAN: WS de aihao shi kanshii ~ ting yinyue. (My hobbies are reading and listening to MAN:  Liu xiaoji&, gingwen ni ji sui? (Miss Liu, may | ask how old you are?)
music.) WOMAN: W0 érshisan sui. (1 am 23 years old.)
MAN:  Ni you xiong di ji¢ méi ma? (Do you have brothers and sisters?) MAN:  Ni shi xuésheng ma? (Are you student?)
WOMAN: Méi you. (No.) WOMAN:  BU shi, wd shi xingzheng zhuli. (No, | am administrative assistant.)
MAN: Hao, xiexie ni. (Ok, thank you.) MAN:  Qingwen ni pingchang xihuan zuo shénme?
b. (May I ask what you normally like to do?)
MAN:  Xiansheng, ni hao, gingwen wo keyi fangwen ni ma? WOMAN: W3 pingchang xithuan kan dianshi. (I normally like to watch TV.)
(Hello, Sir, may | do an interview with you?) MAN:  Ni you didi méimei ma? (Do you have younger brothers and sisters?)
MANL: Kegyi. (Sure.) WOMAN: W méi you didi meimei, késhi wo you yi ge gege, yi ge jigjie.
MAN:  Qingwen nin gui xing? (May | ask what your surname is?) (I don’t have younger brothers and sisters, but | have one older brother and
MAN1: Wo xing Wéng. (My surname is Wang.) one older sister.)
MAN: Wang xiansh&ng, gingwen ni ji sui? (Mr. Wang, may | ask how old you are?) MAN:  Qingwen tamen ji sui? (May | ask how old they are?)
MAN1: W sanshisi sui. (I am 34 years old.) WOMAN: W0 gege érshiba sui, wo jigjie sanshiwa sui.
MAN:  Qingwen ni zud shénme gongzud? (May | ask what work you do?) (My older brother is 28 years old, and my older sister is 35 years old.)
MANL1: W3 shi shangrén. (I am a businessman.) MAN: Tamen zuo shénme gongzud? (What do they do?)
MAN: Qingwen ni de aihao shi shénme? (May | ask what your hobbies are?) WOMAN: W gége shi yisheng, wo jigjie shi laoshi.
MAN1: W3 de aihao shi da dianzi y6uxi. (My hobby is playing video games.) (My older brother is doctor, and my older sister is teacher.)
MAN:  Ni you xiong di ji¢ méi ma? (Do you have brothers and sisters?) MAN: Tamen de aihao shi shénme? (What are their hobbies?)
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WOMAN: W0 gége xthuan shangwang, we jigjie xihuan changge.
(My older brother likes to surf the Internet, and my older sister likes to
sing.)
MAN: Xiéxie ni. (Thank you.)

Do you understand everything they said? If not, just listen again and you will get a better
idea.
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Close-up

* To ask for someone’s name in a formal and polite way, say,

Nin gui xing? (What’s your surname?).
You’ll hear this often in the service industry, as this is the standard way to ask a guest for
his or her name.

» The word ai means ‘love’, or “to love’. It can also be used to refer to something that you
like to do very much.

For example:

W xihuan kanshu. (1 like to read.)

WS ai kansha. (1 love to read.)

The word aihao refers to a hobby. It also has connotations of something which you take
great pleasure in doing; whereas xihuan simply refers to something that you like.

* Here are some more hobbies and pastimes.
da gao’é&rfugiu (to play golf)

da méjiang (to play mahjong)

zuofan (to cook)

shoucang guwan (to collect antiques)

xiaqi (to play chess)

jiyou (to collect stamps)

zu0 yUjia (to do yoga)
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Pronunciation

Challenging sounds

Let’s take a look at another group of challenging sounds and get some more practice:
Group: z, ¢, S, 1
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za ze zi zU zai z6i zao z0u zan
ca ce ci cu cai - cao cou can
sa se si st sai - S30 sou san
- re r ru X - rao rou ran

zen zang | zeéng Zuo zui zuan zin z0ong
cen cang | ceng cuo cui cuan can cong
sen sang | Seng suo sui suan stin song
rén rang reng rud rui ruan ran rong

zézhi shacai saodi

zoulu céngjing suirén

zengjia cuowu bisai

zixin canting yusan

ré’nao rigud réngyi
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Unit Six, Lesson Two

Di-lia danyuén, Di-ér ke

W hui shud yidian Zhangwén. (I can speak a bit of Chinese.)

In this lesson, you will learn how to tell others what you are able to do.
Are you ready?

Zhuinbéi hao le ma?

Then let’s begin!

Na women kaishi ba!

Word Bank
hui; shug; yidian; Zhongwén
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To tell someone that you are able to do something, you use the word hui.
You say,

W0 hui,

followed by the name of the thing or action.

W3 bu hui....

means ‘I’m not able to’, or ‘I don’t know how to’.

To find out if someone can do something or knows how to do something, we use hui and
ma to form a question.

Ni hui shué Zhongwén ma? (Can you speak Chinese?)

To answer briefly, just say hui for ‘yes” and b hui for ‘no’.

To answer in full, say

W0 hui shud Zhongweén. (Yes, | can speak Chinese.)

or

W0 b hui shud Zhongweén. (No, | can’t speak Chinese.)

If you only know a little bit of Chinese, you can say
W hui shud yidian Zhongweén. (I can speak a little Chinese.)

Do you know how to do any of these things mentioned in the book?
bian méshu (to do magic tricks)

da wanggqiu (to play tennis)

huabing (to ice skate)

kaiche (to drive a car)

qf zixingchg (to ride a bike)

shud Yingweén (to speak English)

tan ganggqin (to play the piano)

xit dianndo (to repair computers)
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Exercise One, Lianxi y1
Mr. Lin is hiring an assistant. Listen as he speaks to three interviewees.
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MAN: Chén xiaojié, ni hao. (Hello, Miss Chen.)
WOMAN: Lin jingli, ni do. (Hello, Manager Lin.)
MAN:  Chén xiaojié, ni hui shud Yingwén ma?
(Miss Chen, can you speak English?)
WOMAN:  Hui, wo hui shud Yingweén. (Yes, | can speak English.)
MAN: Ni yé hui shud Riwén ma? (Can you speak Japanese, t00?)
WOMAN: En, wo y& hui shud yidian Riwén. (Yes, | can speak a bit of Japanese, t00.)
MAN: Ni hui yong diannio ma? (Do you know how to use computer?)
WOMAN: Hui. (Yes.)
MAN: Ni hui kaicheé ma? (Can you drive?)
WOMAN:  Hui, wo hui kaichg. (Yes, | can drive.)
MAN: Hao, xiéxie, wo zai tongzht ni (Good. Thank you. | will keep you posted.)

MAN: Zhang xiaoji&, ni hao. (Hello, Miss Zhang.)
WOMAN: Lin jingli, ni do0. (Hello, Manager Lin.)

MAN:  Zhang xiaojié&, ni hui shuo Yingwén ma?

(Miss Zhang, can you speak English?)

WOMAN: W0 bi hui shud Yingweén. (I can’t speak English.)

MAN:  Na, ni hui shud Riwén ma? (Then, can you speak Japanese?)
WOMAN: W3 hui shud yidian Riwén. (I can speak a bit of Japanese.)

MAN:  NY hui yong diannao ma? (Do you know how to use computer?)
WOMAN: Diannao... wo bu hui. (Computer... | can’t.)

MAN:  Ni hui kaiche ma? (Can you drive?)
WOMAN:  Hui, zhége wo hui. (Yes, this | can do.)

MAN: Hao, xiexie, wo zai tongzhi ni (Good. Thank you. | will keep you posted.)

MAN:  Gu xiaoji¢, ni hao. (Hello, Miss Gu.)
WOMAN:  Lin jingli, ni d0. (Hello, Manager Lin.)
MAN:  GuU xiaoji&, ni hui shud Yingwén ma? (Miss Gu, can you speak English?)
WOMAN:  Hui, wo hui shud Yingweén, wo yé& hui shud yidian Riwén.
('Yes, I can speak English. I can speak Japanese, too.)
MAN:  NT hui yong diannao ma? (Do you know how to use computer?)
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WOMAN:  Hui, wo hui. (Yes. | can.)
MAN:  Na, ni hui kaiche ma? (Then, can you drive?)
WOMAN: Hui, wo hui kaiche. (Yes, | can drive.)
MAN: En, hén hio, wé zai tongzhi ni (Good. Thank you. | will keep you posted.)

Page 104

Close-up

The word ‘can’ has a few meanings. It means having the ability to do something (I can
speak Chinese). It also means asking for permission or making a request (Can | come in?).
The word hui is used for the first meaning, and the word kéyi is used for the second one.

The word yidian means “a little’. And it works and behaves a lot like its English
counterpart.

yidian shui means, a little water

yidian jinzhang means, a little nervous

W3 hui shud yidian Zhongwén. means, | can speak a little Chinese.
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More Yes-No questions

There are two ways to form yes-no questions in Chinese. We could add ma at the end of
the sentence, which we learned in Unit 1. OR we could use a “positive” plus a “negative”
statement to form a question.

Let’s take a look at the chart in the book:
Ni hui...ma? (Can you...”?)

Ni hui ba hui...?
Ni shi...ma? (Are you...?)
Ni shi bd shi...?

Ni yao...ma? (Do you want...?)
Ni yao bu yao...?

Ni xihuan...ma? (Do you like...?)
Ni xi bu xihuan...?
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Ni kéyi...ma? (Can you..."?)

Ni k& bu keyi?

Ni you...ma? (Do you have...?)
Ni you méi you...?

For example, you can change the question
Ni shi M&iguo rén ma? (Are you American?)
into

Ni shi b shi M&igu6 rén?

Take note that:
* Both xihuan and ké&yi have two syllables, so only the first syllable is repeated before the
word bu.
** The word ydu (meaning: to have) has its own unique negative form, méi ydu. So when
we use the positive+negative form to construct a question, we say “you méi you”.

Page 105
It’s easy to answer these yes-no questions. Let’s refer to the book again.
Ni hui ba hui...?

Hui, wo hui... B0, wo ba hui...
Ni shi ba shi...?
Shi, wo shi...  Bu, wo b shi...

Ni yao bu yao...?

Yao, wo yao... Bu, wo bu yao...

Ni xi bu xihuan...?

Xihuan, wo xihuan... BU, wo bu xihuan...
Ni k& bu kayi?

Keyi, wo keyi...  BU, wo bu kéyi...

Ni you méi you...?

You, wo you...  Méi ysu, wd méi you...

For example,
Ni shi ba shi M&iguo rén? (Are you American?)
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You could say,

Shi, wo shi Me&iguo rén. (Yes, | am American.)

or,

Bu, wd bu shi Méigud rén. (No, | am not American.)

Page 106

Exercise Three, Lianxi san

Can you answer these questions in Chinese? Try them on your own; then continue
listening to see if you got it right.

Berlitz, Basic Mandarin Chinese Audioscript

f.
MAN: Ni pingchang he bu he kafei? (Do you normally drink coffee?)
WOMAN:  Hg, wo pingchéang he kafei. (Yes, | normally drink coffee.)

Bu, wo pingchang bu he kafei. (No, | normally don’t drink coffee.)

Page 106

Pronunciation

Combination Practice

Let’s take a look at some two-syllable words, and practice saying them.

a.
MAN: N shi xuésheng ma? (Are you student?)
WOMAN:  Shi, wo shi xuésheng. (Yes, | am student.)
Bu, wo b shi xuéshéng. (No, I am not student.)
b.
MAN: Ni xihuan kan dianying ma? (Do you like to watch a movie?)
WOMAN:  Xihuan, wo xihuan kan dianying. (Yes, | like watching a movie.)
Bu, wo bu xihuan kan dianying. (No, I don’t like watching a movie.)
c.
MAN: Ni mingtian xiang kan dianying ma? (Do you want to watch movies tomorrow?)
WOMAN:  Xiang, wo mingtian xiang kan dianying. (Yes, | want to watch movies
tomorrow.)
BU xiang, wo mingtian bu xiang kan dianying. (No, | don’t want to watch movies
tomorrow.)
d.
MAN:  Ni xianzai you méi you gongzuo? (Are you working now?)
WOMAN: YU, wo xianzai you gongzuo. (Yes, | am working now.)
Méi you, wo xianzai méi you gongzuo. (No, | am not working now.)
e.
MAN: Ni hui bt hui kaich&? (Can you drive?)
WOMAN:  Hui, wo hui kaiche. (Yes, | can drive.)
Bu, wo bi hui kaiche. (No, | can’t drive.)
© 2009 Berlitz Publishing/APA Publications GmbH & Co. Verlag KG, Singapore Branch, Singapore 11
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yici yuci xinlang Xin’niang
yanzi yuanzi lanrén nanrén
giéntian quéntian lakai nékai
yanliao yuanliao lidshui niGzui
yijian yujian lanse ranse
rénmin rénming dazhi dazi
buxin blxing zézhi zézhi
Page 108

Unit Six, Lesson Three
Di-liu danyuan, Di-san ké
Ni xihuan ting shénme yinyue? (What music do you like to listen to?)

In this lesson, you will learn how to ask questions to keep a conversation going.
Are you ready?

Zhunbéi hao le ma?

Then let’s begin!

Na women kaishi ba!

Word Bank
dongxi; mang; liixing; zuijin; cai; yundong
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To find out what someone is doing, you say

Ni zai zuo shénme? (What are you doing?)

Zai is a special word which indicates that an action is in progress, and it is always placed
before the main action word.

For example, xiang (to think) is an action word.
To form a question, you say ... Ni zai xiang shénme? (What are you thinking?)

Let’s take a look at some pretty common actions in our everyday life:
chi (to eat)

du (to read)

hé (to drink)

kan (to look; to see)
mai (to buy)

shii (to count)

wan (to play)

Xié (to write)

Xué (to learn)

zhao (to look for)
zhu (to cook)
zhunbei (to prepare).

So, Ni xianzai zai zuo shénme? (What are you doing now?)

Page 109

Exercise One, Lianxi y1

Can you turn these into questions with ““zai”’? Try them on your own, then continue
listening to see if you’re right.

a. Ni zai chi shénme? (What are you eating?)

b. Ni zai di shénme? (What are you reading?)

¢. Ni zai zhao shénme? (What are you looking for?)

d. Ni zai xi¢ shénme? (What are you writing?)
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Page 109

Close-up

If you want to catch up with someone and find out what the person has been up to lately,
this is what you say:

Ni zai mang shénme?

It means “What’s keeping you busy nowadays?”

Or, Ni zuijin méng shénme?

It means “What’s keeping you busy recently?”

If the person doesn’t really want to elaborate, this is what you might hear:
Méi shénme.

It means ““Oh, nothing.”

Or, W6 mang gongzuo.

It means ““I was busy working.”

Page 110

The word dongxi means “something™, “some things™ or ““thing”. It’s a versatile word,
and it’s pretty useful when you want to be vague in your replies. Or when you genuinely
don’t quite know how to put it, or how to say something in Chinese.

For example,

Ni zai zuo shénme? (What are you doing?)

To give a general answer, you say,

W0 zai xiang dongxi. (I’'m thinking of something.)
OR

W0 zai zhao dongxi. (1I’'m looking for something.)

Page 110

Close-up

The word dongxi means ““thing”.

On its own, the Chinese character for dong means “East”, and the character for xi means
“West”. Put together, the two characters take on a whole new meaning.
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This is a useful word for beginners. If you don’t know the name of an object in Chinese, Are you ready? Let’s listen to the conversation.
this is what you say:
AYUMI:  David, Gao Jian, nimen pingchang xihuan zuo shénme?

Zhége shi shénme dongxi? (David, Gao Jian, what do you normally like to do?)
It means “What is this thing?” DAVID: W pingchang xihuan dagid. Gao Jian, ni ne?
Or, Zhége dongxi jiao shénme? (1 normally like to play ball. Howa bout you, Gao Jian?)
It means “What is this thing called?” GAOJIAN: W0 y¢ xihuan daqgid. (I like to play ball, too.)
AYUMI:  Nimen xihuan da shénme qi? (What kind of ball do you like to play?)

Page 111 DAVID: WSO xihuan da gao’érfaqiu. (I like to play golf.)
To ask for more information about a person’s likes or dislikes, you can form questions like GAO JIAN: W0 xihuan da langid. Ayumi, ni xihuan daqit ma?
this. (1 like to play basketball. Ayumi, do you like to play ball?)
Ni xihuan chang shénme g&? (What songs do you like to sing?) AYUMI: WS xthuan da wianggqid. (1 like to play tennis.)
Ni xihuan kan shénme dianying? (What movies do you like to watch?) DAVID: Gao Jian, ni hui chang Yingwén gé ma?
Ni xihuan ting shénme yinyué? (What music do you like to listen t0?) (Gao Jian, can you sing English songs?)
Ni xihuan zud shénme yundong? (What exercise do you like to do?) GAOJIAN: W0 bl hui chang Yingweén ge, késhi wo hui chang Riwén ge. Ni ne?

(I can’t sing English songs, but | can sing Japanese songs. How about you?)
Page 111 DAVID: W0 bl hui chang Riwén g, wo zhi hui chang Yingwén ge.
Exercise Three, Lianxi san (I can’t sing Japanese songs. | can only sing English songs.)
Ayumi and David are talking to their friend, Gao Jian, about their likes and dislikes. AYUMI: W0 hui chang Fawén gg, yé hui chang Zhongweén ge.

(I can sing French songs, and | can sing Chinese songs, t00.)
Here are the key words you are going to hear in the conversation. GAO JIAN:  Na nimen xihuan ting shénme yinyué? (Then, what music do you like to
lanqia (basketball) listen t0?)
wanggiu (tennis) AYUMI: W xihuan ting gudianyug, ni ne? (I like to listen to classical music, how
gao’é&rfugid (golf) about you?)
Riwén ge (Japanese songs) GAO JIAN: W0 xihuan ting liuxingyue, David ne? (I like to listen to pop music, how
Yingwén ge (English songs) about you, David?)
Zhongweén ge (Chinese songs) DAVID: W0 xihuan ting dianziyue. (I like to listen to electronic music.)
lilxingyué (pop music) AYUMI: W5 ¢ le, nimen yao chi shénme? (I’m hungry. What do you want to eat?)
dianziyué (electronic music) DAVID: W6 yao chi Zhangguo cai. (1 want to eat Chinese food.)
gudianyué (classical music) AYUMI: W0 bl yao chi Zhangguo cai, wo yao chi Ribén cai. Gao Jian, ni xiang chi
Ribén cai (Japanese food) shénme cai? (I don’t want to eat Chinese food. | want to eat Japanese food.
Zhangguo cai (Chinese food) Gao Jian, what cuisine do you want to eat?)
Hangué cai (Korean food). GAOJIAN: W xiang chi Hangud cai. (I want to eat Korean food.)
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AYUMI:

DAVID:
GAO JIAN:

Page 112

Hao ba, wo ziji qu chifan. Déng hui jian.

(Ok, I will go to eat by myself. See you later.)
Zaijian. (Bye-bye.)

Déng hui jian. (See you guys later.)

Pronunciation
Combination Practice
Let’s take look at some more disyllabic words.

jinyu jingyu zhidao chidao

buzd buza sansui shanshui
pusu bushu zhufu zufu
zdngsuan zhongsuan chabu cabu
yazhéng yédzhéen chuanshang chuangshang
yishan yisheng chashén chasheng
jinjt jingji jijing jujin
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